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For the traditional disaster relief, official and unofficial, government and elites, 
society and commoners all participate in this event more or less in different ways. In 
addition to this, It indicates that the development of lineage in traditional society 
usually based on the particular chances in history. As the area where suffered from 
disasters such as flood frequently, the Huaiyang region gives a ideal space background 
for this study. Overall, focused on the relief for the flood and the development of Xu 
Lineage, I trace the formation of the local lineage and group how to grasp the 
particular turning points in history in order to fulfill the transition of power about 
local society. 
Basing on local historical documents from Huaiyang region in Jiangsu province，
this thesis tries to focus on the flood in Huaiyang region in the eleventh year of the 
Daoguang reign and examine different responses of official and local society in this 
flood in hopes of providing a picture of interaction between the national machine and 
local society, as well as relationships between local groups and the transition of 
power.This thesis is composed of the following parts： 
The preface brings forward reasons for choosing the issue and gives a brief 
introduce about previous academic researches，major materials and the frame of this 
research.  
Chapter one illustrates the environment and economy of Daqiao town. Through 
the introduction of Huaiyang region, especially the characteristics of environment and  
economy, special status of Daqiao Town in Huaiyang region is emphasized. Then this 
thesis further gives a biref account for the ecological environment, as well as the 
economy of Daqiao Town since the middle of Qing dynasty. 
Chapter two, to start with, I analyze the features about this flood and discuss the 
reactions among the state, local government and the commoners for the flood in 
Huaiyang region in order to get a vivid picture of interactive relations between the 
















Chapter three that follows, I examine a case of Xu Lineage in Daqiao town to 
explore the initial development of Xu lineage, the construction of lineage signification 
and the pursuit for leadership by participating in local affairs. Essentially, the purpose 
of this chapter is to examine the relationships between the relief and the transition of 
lineage.    
Conclusion, I summarize the main features about local relief and the transition of 
lineage by analyzing two main issues, namely, one can be described as interactions 
between the national machine and the local society; the other one is the relationships 
between the local community and the transition of power. 
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